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Assisting You in Marriage Preparation 

 

Mary Weyandt, Wedding Coordinator 
mweyandt@assumptionsp.org 

Direct line: 651-789-6921 

 

 

Fr. Paul Treacy, Pastor 
ptreacy@assumptionsp.org  

 

Fr. Greg Skrypek, Parochial Vicar 
 

To schedule an appointment with Fr. Treacy or Fr. Skrypek,  
contact Cindy, Pastoral Associate, at csmetana@assumptionsp.org  

or 651-789-6933 

 

 

Lukas Perry, Director of Music and Liturgy 

lperry@assumptionsp.org 

Direct line: 651-789-6927 
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Preliminaries 

Congratulations on your engagement and upcoming wedding! Preparing for a wedding day is 

an exciting and wonderful time. The staff at Assumption Church shares in your joy and we look 
forward to helping you plan your wedding day.  Marriage is one of the most important 
commitments a person can make in life. Our preparation process at Assumption Parish is 
designed to help couples foster a foundation for a life-long covenant of love. If you have any 
questions, comments or concerns, please contact Mary Weyandt, wedding coordinator, at    
651-789-6921 or mweyandt@assumptionsp.org. 

 

Scheduling Your Wedding Date 

Weddings may be scheduled at Assumption Church on Friday evenings, Saturday mornings or 
afternoons until 2:30 pm.  That way the church can be open for other parishioners and we can 
prepare for the afternoon liturgies beginning with confessions at 4:00 pm.  Wedding rehearsals 
may be scheduled one or two days before the ceremony.  All rehearsal times scheduled on 
Friday evenings are tentative and may need to be rescheduled later in the evening to 
accommodate another wedding ceremony. 

 

Checklist: 
Meet with wedding coordinator and fill out the Marriage Registration Form 

Meet with the presider

Attend the Engaged Couples Retreat

Connect with your mentor couple and take the PREPARE Inventory 

Obtain baptismal certificate

Plan your wedding liturgy

Obtain discount form and apply for your marriage license 

Meet again with the presider 

mailto:mweyandt@assumptionsp.org
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Preparing for Your Marriage 

STEP ONE: Meet with the Wedding Coordinator and 
Complete the Marriage Registration Form 

Set up a meeting with the wedding coordinator so that we can begin the process of marriage 
planning. Fill out a Marriage Registration form so that we can obtain pertinent information for 
our records. When you meet, please bring a photo of both of you as a couple, or email the 
photo to the wedding coordinator. 

 

STEP TWO: Meet with the Presider 

The presider is the officiant of your wedding and may be a priest or deacon.  He will support 
you as you prepare for the covenant of marriage.  The initial meeting will help the presider and 
the couple to get to know each other, and he can answer any questions about the preparation 
process.    

 

STEP THREE: Attend the Engaged Couples Retreat 

Next, couples are asked to attend a couple’s retreat experiences. There are many choices 
designed to help couples live out the Sacrament of Marriage with love and joy.  After making 
your decision, sign yourself up and reserve a space as well as pay any fees for the retreat.   

Here are three retreat options we recommend: 

Engaged Encounter (at McKenna Crossing, Prior Lake) 

www.marriages.org;     651-454-3238 

• Living God’s Love (at University of St. Thomas and, occasionally, St. Peter’s, Mendota Heights) 

www.archspm.org/departments/marriage;     651-291-4488 

• Catholic Retreats for Engaged Couples (at St. William’s Catholic Church, Fridley) 

www.engagedcouples.wix.com/retreats; 651-434-4294 

   
 

http://www.engagedcouples.wix.com/retreats
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STEP FOUR: Connect with your Mentor Couple who will 
facilitate the PREPARE Inventory 

The PREPARE Inventory is a helpful marriage preparation tool.  Couples are asked to answer an 
online questionnaire and meet with a parish mentor couple to discuss a variety of topics.  A 
parish mentor couple will contact you to schedule these meetings and to set you up online to 
take the Inventory. The Inventory and the discussions that follow will affirm the strengths of 
your relationship and encourage you to address issues that can help build the necessary 
foundation for maintaining a loving and enduring relationship.  

  

STEP FIVE: Obtain Your Baptismal Certificates 

Marriage is one of the seven sacraments in the Catholic Church, and the church keeps records 
of each sacrament received. Couples, therefore, are asked to obtain a recently-issued Baptismal 
Certificate from the Catholic Church where the baptism took place.  To obtain this certificate, 
contact the parish where the baptism took place, and request that they mail you a copy of your 
certificate. You may also have the Baptismal Certificate mailed directly to our parish office, with 
attention to the Wedding Coordinator. Non-Catholics may use a copy of their original Baptismal 
Certificate.  After the wedding ceremony, the parish where you were baptized will be notified 
that you have received the Sacrament of Marriage.   

 

STEP SIX: Plan Your Wedding Liturgy 

[at least two months ahead of wedding date] 

The wedding ceremony is a sacred event, and careful plans need to be made to honor its 
solemnity. Approximately two months before your wedding date, contact, Lukas Perry, Director 
of Music and Liturgy, at lperry@assumptionsp.org or 651-789-6927 to plan your wedding 
liturgy. He will guide you through planning the order of service and determining music 
selections.  

Please read the following guidelines (continued on next page). It is important to have thought 
through and made decisions about these details before meeting with the Director: 
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Mass or Ceremony 

If both the bride and groom are Catholic, it is recommended to have a wedding Mass.  For 
interfaith marriages (either the bride or groom is non-Catholic), couples are encouraged to 
celebrate a wedding Ceremony without a Mass.  Feel free to discuss these options with the 
presider at your initial meeting.   

 

The Wedding Party

 

The maid/matron of honor and the best man are the civil witnesses to the marriage; they do 
not have to be Catholic, but they must be at least sixteen years old.  They assist the bride and 
groom and make sure that everything happens smoothly and sensibly. The best man is usually 
the keeper of the rings.  The maid of honor assists the bride during the ceremony. Immediately 
after the wedding ceremony, both the maid of honor and the best man sign the marriage 
license in the presence of the presider.    

The bridesmaids and groomsmen roles are minimal within the service itself.  They are usually 
part of the procession and sit in the first pew.  All the attendants come forward, gathering 
around the bride and groom to witness the exchange of the wedding vows. The ushers play an 
important role, welcoming and seating the guests immediately upon arrival and assisting the 
coordinators to make sure the wedding begins on time and runs smoothly. The bride and 
groom are usually situated at a kneeler centered in front of the altar or at two chairs on the 
side of the sanctuary, depending on the part of the service.  The bride and groom stand facing 
each other during the exchange of vows and rings, with attendants on either side.  

Having children in the wedding party is an option, although it is strongly recommended to 
choose older, more mature children.  Be advised that the behavior of children under the age of 
five is often unpredictable especially as the Church fills up, and may disrupt the flow of the 
ceremony. An adult should be ready at all times to accompany or attend to a child during the 
ceremony.  
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Liturgical Ministers 

Lectors 

Lectors will need to be chosen to proclaim the Old and New Testament Readings and the 
Intercessions. Two lectors are typical although a third maybe chosen for the Intercessions. 
Those who do the readings should be chosen with a few things in mind: 

• Their ability and talent to speak publicly 

• They should be people of faith and familiar with the Catholic Service 

• You may want to choose different people to do each of the readings; the contrast of a male 
and female reader is effective for a variety of range and pitch 

Give your lectors the chosen readings well in advance for practicing. They should be present at 
the wedding rehearsal and be prepared to practice reading in front of the people in attendance. 

Ushers 

A high percentage of those attending will arrive at the church in the last 10 minutes before the 
service begins. Ushers will help people find their seats. A minimum of two to four ushers is 
suggested, depending on the number of guests.  

Gift-bearers (Mass only) 

If you are having a Mass, the gifts of bread and wine may be brought forward by two or three 
people of your choosing.   

Eucharistic Minister (Mass only) 

If you are having a Mass and more than a hundred guests are expected, we encourage you to 
choose a Eucharistic Minister to assist the priest in distributing the Eucharist. The person you 
choose must be a Eucharistic Minister at Assumption or another parish. If you anticipate two 
hundred or more guests, three Eucharistic Ministers total may be chosen. Please discuss your 
plans with the Director of Music and Liturgy. 

 

Scripture Readings and Intercessions 

The bride and groom will choose three readings: one each from the Old Testament, New 
Testament, and Gospels. Suggestions may be found online at assumptionsp.org. Under the 
“Wedding Planning” tab, click on “Resources” to access the PDF file of the readings. 

Couples are also invited to craft their own Intercessions. Instructions for writing them are found 
with the readings packet.  
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Music 

Music is an integral part of the liturgy and needs to be chosen with care. The Director of Music 
and Liturgy will help you make music selections. Please see the Music Guidelines on page 14 for 
more information. 

 

Unity Candle

 

The lighting of a unity candle after the exchange of vows and rings is technically not a part of 
the Catholic Rite of Marriage and is therefore optional.  A unity candle is not suggested during a 
Mass as the Eucharist is the fullest sign of unity.  If you choose to have this ritual, you need to 
provide and bring the unity candle to the rehearsal.  The church will provide a candle holder 
and the two side candles which will be placed on a wooden pedestal in the sanctuary. 

 

Decorations 

Flowers 

If you wish to have fresh flowers for the wedding ceremony, make arrangements with a florist 
of your choosing. You may place two moderately-sized bouquets situated on wooden pedestals 
on each side of the altar. Bows and ribbons may be hung over the pews, without the use of 
tape or tacks.  Any other decoration plans need to be discussed with the liturgy director 
beforehand.  

Aisle Runner 

Using an aisle runner is not allowed because our wooden floor and the possibility of slipping.  

 

Photography 

Photos may be taken before and/or after the wedding ceremony. You may schedule photos for 
an hour-and-a-half to two-hour session, making sure you finish 30 minutes before the 
ceremony start time.   If pictures are taken inside the church after the ceremony on Saturdays, 
keep in mind that everything needs to be completed by 3:45 p.m. to have the church available 
for Confessions.  

Designated photographers and videographers (professional or amateur) are expected to remain 
inconspicuous and to respect the sacred dignity of the church and ceremony at all times.  
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The following rules determine where and when photographers and videographers may shoot 
during the ceremony:  

• Photographers may use the center aisle during the procession and recession 

• Otherwise, photographers may use the center aisle if situated several pews behind 

guests 

• Photographers may shoot in the area between the east and west doors but may 

proceed no closer to the altar from that area  

• Photographers and videographers are encouraged to situate themselves near the 

columns so as not to obscure the views of guests 

• No flash photography is allowed during the ceremony, including the procession and 

recession 

• Guests are prohibited from using phones or cameras to record the service 

• Please refer to the following diagram: 
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Receiving Line 

Due to space limitations near the front doors, receiving lines are discouraged at Assumption. If 
you desire, we encourage you to have your receiving line at your reception venue. Otherwise, 
you may greet guests outside in the courtyard, given acceptable weather.  St. Paul Ordinance 
prohibits the use of rice, birdseed, or confetti following the ceremony.

  

 

Guest Book 

Signing the guest book at the church is not recommended, as it causes delays in seating. It is 
appropriate to have the guest book at the reception. 

  

Wedding Rehearsal
 The rehearsal lasts approximately 60 minutes. Please bring to the rehearsal your wedding 

programs, the unity candle (if used), and money for musician fees and donation (if not already 
given). Copies of the readings and Prayers of the Faithful will be provided.  Assumption Church’s 
volunteer wedding coordinators will be present to run the rehearsal and ensure the wedding 
runs smoothly. 

 

Bridal Room 

A bridal room and parish hall in the lower church are available upon request for pre-wedding 
preparations. 9:00 am is the earliest time participants may arrive. 

 

Clean Up 

Ushers are asked to pick up all materials left in the church, bridal room and hall immediately 
after the ceremony (decorations, programs, boxes, food, etc.).  

 

Fees

 

While there is no set fee for wedding preparations and services at the Assumption Church, it is 
customary to give a donation to the parish and an honorarium to the presider of the wedding 
ceremony.  There are specific fees for the musicians involved in the ceremony. Please inquire 
with the Music Director to learn the current fees. The donation, honorarium, and musicians’ 
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fees should be combined in one payment made out to Church of the Assumption. All payments 
must be made at the rehearsal, but we prefer to receive them even before that time.   

 

Miscellaneous

 

Respect and reverence for the sacred church space is expected from everyone at all times.  
Food and beverages should remain in the lower church hall.  Cell phones should be turned off in 
the upper church. Alcohol or other drugs are not allowed on the church property, including 
the parking lot. 

 

STEP SEVEN: Obtain Discount Form and Apply for Your 
Marriage License 

Apply to any Minnesota County Office no more than sixth months in advance of your wedding 
date. When applying for your license, the Wedding Coordinator will provide you a marriage 
license discount form. 

 

STEP EIGHT: Have a Final Meeting with the Presider 
Contact the presider to schedule your final meeting with him. There, you and the presider will 
talk about your wedding liturgy, follow-up on any remaining questions, and ensure you are 
prepared for your wedding day. Church paperwork will also be filled out at this time. 
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The Wedding Mass – Order of Service 
 

Prelude (15-20 min) The purpose of prelude music is to gather the assembly and prepare people 

for prayer. Typically instrumental music. 

 

Processional Includes music selections for the Seating of the Parents, Entrance of the 

Bridesmaids, and Entrance of the Bride. Typically instrumental, although 

Ave Maria is often sung at the Seating of the Parents. 

 

Opening Rites 

 

Liturgy of the Word 

First Reading Taken from the Old Testament 

Sung Reflection or Psalm  Vocal music selection to complement the readings 

Second Reading Taken from the New Testament 

Gospel Acclamation A sung Alleluia to announce the Gospel reading 

Gospel Reading Taken from one of the four Gospels 

Homily 

 

Marriage Rite 

Exchange of Vows The bride and groom confer the Sacrament of Marriage upon one 

Blessing & Exchange of Rings another during the Exchange of Vows and Rings. The presider is the 

spiritual witness to the Sacrament. 

 

*Unity Candle *Optional. A short vocal or instrumental piece may be chosen. 

 

Intercessions 

 

Liturgy of the Eucharist 

Preparation of the Altar  Vocal or instrumental music to prepare the assembly for the Eucharist. 

Eucharistic Prayer 

The Lord’s Prayer  

Sign of Peace  

Holy Communion Typically one or more hymns or songs. Must be topical to the Eucharist. 

 

Closing Rites 

Marriage Blessing 

Presentation of the Couple 

 

Recessional  This is usually instrumental. Played while the bride, groom, and wedding 

party exit. 

 

Postlude 

 



P a g e  | 13 

 

 

The Wedding Ceremony – Order of Service 
 

Prelude (15-20 min) The purpose of prelude music is to gather the assembly and prepare people 

for prayer. Typically instrumental music. 

 

Processional Includes music selections for the Seating of the Parents, Entrance of the 

Bridesmaids, and Entrance of the Bride. Typically instrumental, although 

Ave Maria is often sung at the Seating of the Parents. 

 

Opening Rites 

 

Liturgy of the Word 

First Reading Taken from the Old Testament 

Sung Reflection or Psalm  Vocal music selection to complement the readings 

Second Reading Taken from the New Testament 

Gospel Acclamation A sung Alleluia to announce the Gospel reading 

Gospel Reading Taken from one of the four Gospels 

Homily 

 

Marriage Rite 

Exchange of Vows The bride and groom confer the Sacrament of Marriage upon one 

Blessing & Exchange of Rings another during the Exchange of Vows and Rings. The presider is the 

spiritual witness to the Sacrament. 

 

*Unity Candle *Optional. A short vocal or instrumental piece may be chosen. 

 

Intercessions 

 

The Lord’s Prayer  

 

Sign of Peace  Brief instrumental or vocal music may be chosen here. 

 

Closing Rites 

Marriage Blessing 

Presentation of the Couple 

 

Recessional  This is usually instrumental. Played while the bride, groom, and wedding 

party exit. 

 

 

Postlude 
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Music at Your Wedding 
As you have chosen to have your wedding in a sacred space and in the presence of a faith-

filled community, the music at your wedding must reflect the solemnity of marriage as a 

Holy Sacrament and be consistent with Assumption Church’s regular practices. Your 

selections may include religious songs written for weddings, religious compositions for other 

occasions, or other music that facilitates a reverent and worshipful atmosphere as consulted 

with the Music Director. Popular or country songs, other secular music, or prerecorded, 

taped music will not be permitted. 

 

The Organ 

Of all instruments, the organ plays a central role in the church due to its capacity to accompany congregational singing 

and ability to give “resonance to the fullness of human sentiments, from joy to sadness, from praise to lamentation.” 

Likewise, its “manifold possibilities in some way remind us of the immensity and the magnificence of God” (from Sing to 

the Lord, USCCB, 2007).  The organ plays a central role in worship at Assumption; the liturgy is lead exclusively by an 

organ accompanying the cantor. There is no piano in the church. 

Choosing the Music 

The Director of Music and Liturgy, Lukas (lperry@assumptionsp.org), will provide you an online form with which to make 

music selections. Once you have completed the form, Lukas will go over your selections with you and provide guidance 

as needed and/or desired. If you live in the Twin Cities or plan to visit, you are welcome to arrange an in-person 

consultation.  

Choosing Musicians 

Assumption Church uses its own musicians for all weddings. Our staff organists and cantors have experience with the 

church’s unique acoustic, musical instruments, and liturgical practices. Moreover, our cantors are not only professional 

soloists but also experienced music ministers tasked with leading worship prayerfully and confidently. For these reasons, 

the contracting of our own musical personnel for your wedding is a requirement. 

Occasionally, a family member or friend of the couple may be allowed to sing one song during the liturgy or during the 

prelude. This will be allowed if the outside musician and music has been approved in advanced by the Director of Music 

and Liturgy. 

If it is desired, the Director of Music can assist you in hiring additional instrumentalists such as a trumpeter or violinist. 

As with the cantors, we hire professional instrumentalists that are familiar with Assumption’s practices. Occasionally, a 

family member or friend may be allowed to play an instrument on one piece during the liturgy or during the prelude. 

Requests for additional or guest musicians must be made to the Director approximately two months before the 

wedding. 

Musician Fees 

Fees must be paid in full by the time of the wedding rehearsal. They are as follows: 

Cantor $250  Organist   $235  *Optional, additional instrumentalist(s)   $250  
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