ORDER OF CELEBRATION FOR

Second Sunday in Advent
December 6, 2020
*If you are worshipping with us from home, you are invited to sing the hymns. If you are with us at
church, please refrain from singing out loud for everyone’s safety.

The Introductory Rites
OPENING HYMN

People Look East

Text by Eleanor Farjeon, Tune: BESANÇON

LORD, HAVE MERCY

Roman Missal

Richard Proulx

The Liturgy of the Word

FIRST READING

Isaiah 40:1-5, 19B, 9-11

Comfort, give comfort to my people, says your God. Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and proclaim to her that her
service is at an end, her guilt is expiated; indeed, she has received from the hand of the LORD double for all her
sins. A voice cries out: In the desert prepare the way of the LORD! Make straight in the wasteland a highway for
our God! Every valley shall be filled in, every mountain and hill shall be made low; the rugged land shall be made a
plain, the rough country, a broad valley. Then the glory of the LORD shall be revealed, and all people shall see it
together; for the mouth of the LORD has spoken. Go up on to a high mountain, Zion, herald of glad tidings;
cry out at the top of your voice, Jerusalem, herald of good news! Fear not to cry out and say to the cities of Judah:
Here is your God! Here comes with power the Lord GOD, who rules by his strong arm; here is his reward with
him, his recompense before him. Like a shepherd he feeds his flock; in his arms he gathers the lambs, carrying them
in his bosom, and leading the ewes with care.

PSALM

Psalm 85
Kaiser/Perry

SECOND READING

1 Corinthians 1:3-9

Do not ignore this one fact, beloved, that with the Lord one day is like a thousand years and a thousand years like
one day. The Lord does not delay his promise, as some regard “delay,” but he is patient with you, not wishing that
any should perish but that all should come to repentance. But the day of the Lord will come like a thief, and then
the heavens will pass away with a mighty roar and the elements will be dissolved by fire, and the earth and
everything done on it will be found out. Since everything is to be dissolved in this way, what sort of persons ought
you to be, conducting yourselves in holiness and devotion, waiting for and hastening the coming of the day of God,
because of which the heavens will be dissolved in flames and the elements melted by fire. But according to his
promise we await new heavens and a new earth in which righteousness dwells. Therefore, beloved, since you await
these things, be eager to be found without spot or blemish before him, at peace.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
GOSPEL

Mark 1:1-8

The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ the Son of God. As it is written in Isaiah the prophet:
Behold, I am sending my messenger ahead of you; he will prepare your way.
A voice of one crying out in the desert:
“Prepare the way of the Lord, make straight his paths.”
John the Baptist appeared in the desert proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins.
People of the whole Judean countryside and all the inhabitants of Jerusalem were going out to him
and were being baptized by him in the Jordan River as they acknowledged their sins. John was clothed in camel’s
hair, with a leather belt around his waist. He fed on locusts and wild honey. And this is what he proclaimed:
“One mightier than I is coming after me. I am not worthy to stoop and loosen the thongs of his sandals.
I have baptized you with water; he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.”
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HOMILY

PRAYERS OF THE FAITHFUL

The Liturgy of the Eucharist
PREPARATION OF THE ALTAR

Prepare the Way, O Zion

Text by Frans Mikael Fransen, Tune: BEREDEN VÄG FÖR HERRAN

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY
MEMORIAL ACCLAMATION
THE LORD’S PRAYER
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LAMB OF GOD
COMMUNION
ACT OF SPIRITUAL COMMUNION (for those worshipping with us at home)
My Jesus,
I believe that You
are present in the Most Holy Sacrament.
I love You above all things,
and I desire to receive You into my soul.

Since I cannot at this moment
receive You sacramentally,
come at least spiritually into my heart.
I embrace You as if You were already there
and unite myself wholly to You.
Never permit me to be separated from You.
Amen.

POST-COMMUNION BLESSING

The Concluding Rites
DISMISSAL
RECEPTION OF COMMUNION

Comfort Ye, My People
Anton Rubenstein, Carl Fredrickson, Arranger

The music in this worship aid is reprinted with permission under ONELICENSE #A-734564. All rights reserved.
Permission to record the music in this service obtained from ONELICENSE, #A-734564. All rights reserved.
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